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1 exhort therefore, that rſt af call Sup 
plications, Prayers, Interceſſions, aud 
giving of Thanks, be mage L100 all Men: 


Fur Kings, and for all that are in Autho- 
rity ; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable Life, in all G oaimeſs and 


that ſolemn Charge, which St. 

Paul gave his Diſciple Timo- 

AS thy. for his Direction in the 

“Eæxerciſe of his Epiſcopal Fun- 

— ction; a Charge, which, far 

from being confined to the 

perſon of Timathy, extends to all who have, or ſhall 

tave, the Honour to be admitted into the facred 
Miniſtry of Chriſt's Church. 


B Having 


*. 


- 


ling "nh ele g eus Ring he. 


ter, inculcated on him thoſe internal Qualifications - 


which are abſolutely neceſſary to a true Miniſter of 
Chriſt, and warned him of the dangerous Conſe- 
quences of forfeiting thoſe Qualifications, which he 
ſtiles making ſhipwreck of Faith ; he proceeds, in our 
Text, 8 n 
ae Wm 


J exhort nns the 650 15 all, Ska 
Prayers,” Interceſſions,”. and giving of Thanks, _—_ 


for all Men: 


Fer Kings, and fir all the are in gl: the 
we may lead a quiet e Life, * 
and Honeſty. 

— 

In which Words, w we are tau ls that the public 
oben of the Chitun Deron thul cr 
fiſt, 7 Ta 12 

Foft, Of Supplcations Ke is, of an —— 

to Go p, to avert thoſe 

our Sins we have deſerved; which ſeems neceſſaihy 

to imply Confeſſion .of thoſe Sins, and all proper 
Teſtimonies of Sorrow. and- Meek. 


All 
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for Kos, 'ovr/Goverxons. 3 
Secondly,” Of Prayers, in order to obtain thoſe 


gr of which ve ſtand melt 
in need. ; FORE VI 

Fuurthly, — the 1 Merck 
Gop 3 e * Ws, 


And, as the. Chriſtian nagen is an tren 
of Love the. moſt diffuſive, the Apoſtle reaches us 
that we are to do all this, not only for our ſelves, 
but for all Mankind: But in a partieular manner for 
Kings, and all thoſe who are entruſted with-cheExe- 
cution of their Authority. For ſince tis owing'to 
their Favour and Protection, that we peaceably en- 
joy the Exerciſe of Religion and Virtue, weonght 
in reaſon to pray and give chanks for them; und 
this we ſtand oblig'd to, not only from the reaſon- 
ableneſs of the thing it ſelf, but alſo from the 
eſt Ties of Religion. Fur #his, ſays the Apoſtle, In 
the Verſe after-our Text, er — 


fybt ee er, 


The Text thus briefly oper FRO us e 
this Maxim, namely, 

It is the indiſpenſible Duty of en Chriſtians to 
pray and give Thanks for the Kings, or Governors, 
under whoſe Protection they live. 

B 2 That 


K R 2 —A—ͥ— —— 


4 | The Duty of Praying \ 
That the Direction in the Text, tho given to a 


Biſhop of the Church, does equally extend to eve- 
ry inferior Member of it, will eaſily appear, if we 


conſider; that that Direction relates wholly. to the 
publick Offices of the Church, in which all the 
Chriſtian People were to join. Bur I ſhall argue 
= Truth of our Maxim. 


| 7 5 From the * of 8 


II. From the Obedience we owe to the Com- 


mands of Gop and our Saviour; and 


III. From che — of ain primirve Chri- 


! 

; The forſt . bs which I ſhall endeiwout 
to prove, that it is the indiſpenſible Duty of all Chri- 
ſtians to pray and give Thanks for the Kings, or Go- 
vernors, under whoſe Protection they live, ſhall be 


Now the great End of Government is, that eve · 
ry Member of civil Society, by the Protection ol 
thoſe in whom the Adminiſtration of Government 
is veſted, may (as our Apoſtle expreſſes it ) lead a 
quiet and peaceable Life. *T was for this End Men 
firſt enter'd into Society, and appointed Governors 
whom they veſted with all the Authority, neceſſary 
to preſerve Peace and good Order amongſt 'em, and 


to 
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for Kings, or GoverRNORS. 5 
to protect em in all their civil Rights and Proper- 
ties. And fince it is abſolutely neceſſary, that thoſe, 
who would obtain this noble End, ſhou'd'contri- 
bute their beſt Endeavours to the Advancement of 
it; and ſince thoſe Endeavours can be no more, 
nor no other, than the Expreſſion. of their hearty 
Deſires to obtain it, it is very evident that it is their 
Duty to pray for thoſe, by whoſe Miniſtration a- 
bone, they can ever Nan to have thoſe be ac- 
compliſh'd. 

The Heathen World (who were guided bay by 
the Light of Nature) were fo ſenſible of this, that 
their Sacrifices for their Emperors and Rulers, and 
their Prayers for-the Welfare of their Goverment, 
had always a Place -in the moſt ſolemn Part of 'their 
Worſhip. And this we find was conſtantly practiſed 
by the Jeu, who were ſtrictly forbidden to admit a- 
ny thing into their publick Worſhip without expreſs 
Revelation from Cop. In all the Countries whi- 
ther they were led Captives, they made it a Point of 
Duty to pray for the King and Royal Family, and 
lor the peaceable State of the Kingdom; and we 
find em directed ſo to do in the Babyloniſh Capti- 
vity by an inſpir'd Prophet, in the 29th —— of 
Jeremiah, at the 7th Verſe, - Seek the Peace of the City, 
whither I have cauſed you to be carried away Captives,- 
and pray unto the Lord for it; for in the Peace thereof” 

ſhall je have Peace, | That 


wrought upon two of the Perſian Monarchs, Cyrus 
| Fernſalem, and the reſtoring the Vellels of Gold and 


. Babylon. This glorious Work, deſign d and 
begun in the Reign of the former of theſe Kings, 
was unhappily interrupted by the Miſrepreſentation 


6 ye Daty of Praying , 


That they practiſed this Dury, during their Cap- 
tivity in Perſia, appears from the happy Effects it 


Silver, which Nebucadnezzar had carried thence into 


of mercenary Counſellors, till the Reign of the la- 
ter, whom GOD was pleas d to make the Inſtru- 


ment of reſtoring his Worſhip : And how much he 


was influenc d in all this by the Fidelity of tharPeo- 


ple, and the Zeal which they had ſhewn for the 


Proſperity of his Government, by conſtantly pray. 
ing for him and his Royal Family, is eaſily conclu- 
ded from theſe! Words, theſe. generous Words in 
his Decree ; | Moreover I make 4 Decree, mite x 
ſhall do to the Elders of theſe Jews, for the buildu 
of this Houſe of Gon ; that of the King's Goods,) even 
of the Tribute beyond the River, forthwith Expences be 
given unto theſe Men, that they be not hindred; a 


that which they need of, both young Bullacks, and Rams 


and Lambs, for the Burnt-offerings of the Gad of Hu. 
ven, Wheat, Salt, Wine, aud Oyl, according to tht 
Appointment of the Priefis which are at Jeruſalem, lr 
n ae 
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for Ks, or Governors, 7 
offer Sderifices of fvett Savorrs wnto the Gon of Ha- 


ven, and pray for the Liſe of the King, and of his Sons. 


as we read, Exra vi. 8, &c. 

Now, that Chriſtians are under x ſiromg) Oblige 
tions to ſecure this great End of Government, as ei- 
ther the Heathens cou'd be by the Dictates of Nlatwre,, 
or the Jews by Revelation from God, is as certain, 
23 that Chriſtians are equally Members of civil So- 
ciety, and equally concern d to have their Perſons 
and Properties protected by the Governors of it; 
and the only Claim which any Subjects can have of 
ſuch Protection, being ſounded on their paying 
Subjection and Fealty, which, in the Caſe of 
Chriſtian Subjects, neceſſarily includes their Pray- 
ing and giving Thanks to Go p for thoſe good 
Princes,, or Governours, under whom they enjoy it, 
might hence fairly conclude the Truth of our 
Maxim: But I think it's fit we ſhou'd here con- 
ſider, that at the firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel, 
thoſe who embraced it, (and were afterwards call'd. 
Chriſtians ) being the Subjects of Hauben Princes, 
ſtood in need not only of their Protection in civil 
Matters, that they might le, 4 apnea: 
Life, but alſo of their Favour, that they might be 
indulged in the Exerciſe of their Religion; and 
therefore, as they were under the ſtrongeſt Obliga - 
tions imagitable to do all they poſſibly could. to ſe- 


cure 


Fer all dun. 


4» 


* The Dish of pinie * A. 
cue tlieſs glorious Priviledges, Ie due, undoubtedly 


ment; might permit an quiedy and r 
m ene (450 bos: * ee 
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For Kings, and fir all that. r be the. 


| uy ing at's bt ul prone in al Cod. 


neſs and Foneſiy. > _ Jy! ing 
aways þ tac for chop Armen ri 
OG) ein bit dai 
I.. be 5. next Argument, by which JF: ſhall-ea- 
deavour to prove that it is the indiſ penſable Dur 
of all Chriſtians to Pray and give; Thanks for ti 
Kings, or Governors, under whoſe Protection they! 
live; ſhall be taken fromthe Obedience we owe to 
the Commands of Go p aud our Suviburr. 
That Go p is the King of all the: Eurrb, we muſt 


| allow;--ſince this is the firſt Principle of our Rell 


gion, the Foundation of all that Obedience in the 


ſincere Practice of which Religion conſiſtd: Rad 
tho crafty and deſigting Men may raiſe eternil Di 
ue: about un N this Obedience 


yet 


their indiſpenſable Duty to p̃tay for their Kings, or 
Governors; that they, finding them thius Iolicitous 
for the Welfare and Proſperity of their Goverh« 


ms MA. W . "OI EY 2 


for Kaxes,' or Govirxors. 9 


yet I truſt chere are none amongſt us who will have 
the Confidence. ever once to queſtion our Obligas 
tions to obey the Commands of Gop and our Sg 
viour. For this were at once to renounce Chri- | 
ſtanity, and to declare that thy heve no Hiper and 5 
ae without Go p i the World, 

Now, taking it for granted that we are obliged to 
yield a ſincere Obedience to the Commands of Go 
3 which I am ſure no Chriſtian will 
preſume to deny, it is very fit we ſhou'd conſiders 
how the Duty of Praying and giving Thanks for 
the Kings, or Governors, under whoſe Hrotectiom 
we live, ariſes from this Obligation : And this will 
evidently appear from the Practice of Gop's an- 
tient People the cum, and from the expreſs Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel. 

The aus, # Iokkreal under che frner blagh 
were ſinaly forbidden to admit any thing into 
their publick 1 Worlip without expreſs Revelation 
from Go p; and fo ſtrict was this Prohibitjon z 
that there was ſcarce a Circumſtance of their Wore 
ſhip about which they had not a particular Dire- 
Rion from GoD. Thus, when doſes was com- 
manded to build the Tabernacle; the Directions 
he received from Go p extended, not only to its 
general Form and Dimenſions, but even to its mi- 
nuteſt Parts, 8 and Utenſil of 
| 3 it; 
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Jeu in Babylon, ſending to their Brethren in Fudea, 


„ Duty of Praying 


it; and was backed with this ſolemn Charge „Tool 
that you make them after their Pattern, hs Was 
ſbeuꝰ d thee in the Mount, Exodus xxv. 40. All 
this well conſider d, there can be no doubt, but that, 
whatever the Jews conſtantly practiſed in their pub- 


| lick Worſhip, was done in Obedience to the Com- 


mands of Go p. 
I have already obſerv d, that iti the Rohl 22 
tivity, they were expreſly commanded #0 ſeek the 
Peace of the City whither they were carried mudy Cap- 
rives, ee, unto the Lord for ii: And if any 


Doubt ſhould poſſibly ariſe, whether praying for 


the King and Royal Family by Name is imply'd 
in that Command, we have good hiſtorical Evi- 
dence, that it was ſo underſtood in Babylon, in the 
1ſt Chapt. of Bæruch, at the 11th Verſe; where the 


at the ſame time that they exhort em to offer Sacri- 


fices to the Lord their God, (with the Means of 


doing which they had furniſh'd em by the ſame 
Conveyance) they likewiſe exhort em to pray for 
the Life of Nabuchodonoſor, King of Babylon, and 
for the Life of Balthaſar his Son, that their Days may 
be upon Earth as the Days of Heaven; and, in the next 


_ Verſe, they alledge the very fame Reaſon tor this 


Practice, which we find annext to the Command 
given by Feremiah. N , 
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for Kos, or Governxors 11 


When they were under the Government of the 
Kings of Egypt, Eleazar their Highe-prieft, writing 
to Ptolemy, ſays, We continually offer Sacrifice 
« for thee, thy Sifter, thy Children, arid Friends; 
« and the People pray for thy Succel in all chings, 
« and for the peaceable State of thy Kingdom. 

And when at laſt they came under the Roman 
Government, it is remarkable, that thoſe, who 
wou'd rather die than ſuffer Petronius to ſet up C- 
lgulas Image in the Temple, being asked whether 
they wou'd wage War with the Emperor? They 
anſwer'd, No; fo far were they from any ſuch 
Thoughts, that twice a-day they offered Sacrifice 
for the Safety of the Emperor ; and this was their 


conſtant Practice, till they begun that Rebellion, 


under which their City, Country, Religion, and 
Nation was deſtroy' d. “ This being, faith Joſẽ- 
« phas, the Cauſe of the War, that the Seditious 
« did reject the Sacrifice offered for Ceſar, tho' the 
« Prieſts and Nobles earneſtly intreated them not 
« to deſert the Cuſtom, concerning their Rulers, 
« which always had obtained among them. 

If Chriſtians would but ſeriouſly reflect upon 


this fad Cataſtrophe of the Fewiſh Nation, and how 
much their neglecting to offer Sacrifices for their 


Rulers contributed to it, by leading em from Sedi- 


tion to Rebellion, and from Rebellion to utter Deſo- 
C 3 lation; 


12 The Duty of Praying | 
lation; I fay, if Chriſtians would but ſeriouſly re- 
flect upon this, it muſt needs put em upon ex- 


mining, whether they don't lie under the ſame Ob- 


ligations to pray for their Rulers, which the an- 
nent People of Gop did; and whether theſe Ob- 
ligations are not farther inforced upon em, by all 
thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel, which require us 0 
bonour and ſubmit to the King as ſuprems; to live peace. 
ably with all Men; and to be ſubjett unto the higher 
Powers, remembring that the Powers that be art or- 
dained of Go p; and that it is our Duty to imi- 
tate St. Paul, who exerciſed himſelf to have ahvs 
# Conſcience void of - Offence toward God and: to- 
ward Men? And if after this Examination any 
Doubt ſhou'd ſtill remain, let em but carefully 
weigh the Words of our Text, (for ſure Words 
cannot be more expreſs) and they muſt be con- 
vinced, that it is their indiſpenſable Duty, not on- 
ly to pray, but alſo to give Thanks to Go p, for 
thoſe good Kings and Rulers, by whoſe Favour and 
Protection they enjoy the bleſſed Privilege of lead- 


ing 4 quiet and peaceable Lift in all Cl, and N. 


weſty. 
The Apoſtle recommends the conſtant Practice 


of this Duty as neceſſary, not only to their ſecu- 
ring the Benefits of civil Government, and the Ex- 


erciſe of their Religion, as in the Text; but allo to 
their 
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for Kines, or Governors I3 


their finding acceptance with Gop aud aur e 
4s in the following Verſe : 


J exhort therefore, that firſt of all, Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions, (end giving of Thanks be made , 
for all Men: 

For Kings, and for all that are in Authority; thas 
we may lead a quiet and peatenble Life, in all God- 
lineſs and Honeſty. 

Fur this is nnn Sigh! of Gop 
and or” Seton, 2 


To ſay this to thoſe faithful Souls, who firſt 
embraced the Goſpel, was abundantly ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh the canſtant Practice of this Duty 
em; and little did thoſe good Souls think that it 
could ever enter into the Heads or Hearts of their 
Followers, to make an Appeal to their practice from 
the great Motive to it, the revealed Will of Gop 
and our Saviour. But ſince it can't be diſſembled, 
that ſuch Appeals are frequently made in this evil 
Age, I think my ſelf concerned to prove that it is 
the indiſpenſable Duty of all Chriſtians to pray, 
and give Thanks for the Kings, or Governors, un- 
der whoſe Protection they live, as I propounded 
to do, 


III. From 


14 The Duty of Praying \ 


III From the Practice of the Primitive Cui 
ſtians. : 


Would the time permit, I could eaſily ſhew, 
from all the antient Liturgies, from thoſe glorious 
Apologies for the Chriſtian Religion, which appear- 
ed in the early Ages of the Church, and are ſtill 
exſtant, and indeed from moſt of the primitive 
Chriſtian Writers, that it was the conſtant Prac- 
rice of the firſt Chriſtians to pray for the Safety 
of their Kings and Emperors, though Heathen: ; 
We pray, ſays Tertullian, for a long Life to our 
Emperors, a ſecure Empire, a ſafe Houſe, valiant 
Armies, a faithful Senate, a good People, and a 
quiet World. 

When' they afterwards lived under the Protec- 
tion of Chriſtian Kings, they prayed for them un- 
der the Title of their moſt pious Kings, Defenders 
ef God, or of the faith of Chriſt, (as in St. Chry- 
foftom's Liturgie) for their Power, Victory, Con- 
tinuance, Peace, Health, Safety. 

And when they came under the Government 
of Heretical Princes, we find that they till prac- 
tiſed this Duty, as in the Reign of Conſtantins. 
'We beſeech God, ( fays Gyril ) for the common 

of the Church, for the quiet of the world, 


for our Kings, their Soldiers and * by 


for Kixes, or Governors 15 


Now, if what Subjects ſtand oblig d to in or- 
der to obtain the ends of Government; if what 
the Commands of God and our Saviour require of 
Chriſtians; if what was conſtantly practiſed by 
Gods antient People the Jun, and by all the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ; I ſay, if that be a Duty in- 


cumbent on all Chriſtians, which has this three- 


fold Recommendation to their Practice; ( which 
I preſurne no Man, who profeſſes Chriſtianity, 
will venture to deny) it muſt then be confeſſ d, 
that it is the Indiſpenſable duty of all Chriſtians 
to pray and give thanks for the Kings, or Gover- 
nours, under whoſe Protection they live. 


I exhort therefore, that firſt of all, Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made 
for all Men: 

For Kings, ard fir M thes on ian that 
we may lead a gals” ans" Fran iS 8G 
lineſs and Honeſty. 


Having thus eſtabliſhed our Maxim, I beg leave 
to make two or three Obſervations __ 1 has 


been ſaid, and fo conclude. | 
Firſt, then, Thoſe who either . 51. 


or artfully avoid, praying for the Proſperity of the 
Government by which they are protected, and for 
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the Perſon of the King who is at the Heqd of it, 
r 
— to bot. 

It is much to be lamented, that den h Gh 
necaſion for this Refleion in th, preſent Reign 
under the Influence of which we ſo fully enjoy 
the Ends of Government, that one would think 
it almoſt impoſſible, that there ſhould be any dif 
poſition in the Subjects of this Realm, to avoid 
ing for the Health of our moſt gracious So- 
vereign, for the Proſperity of his Government, 
and for all the illuſtrious Branches of his Rod 
Family. But into what ridiculous Exceſſes will na- 
tural Corruption lead Men! We have ſeen the 
loweſt, the baſeſt Arts put in ure to avoid the pra- 
Rice of a Dury, which lays no heavier a Burden 
upon a Man, than to wiſh himſelf a happy Mem- 
ber of Society, and that he may continue to reap 
the Benefits of it: That a Man, who thus ayoids 
contributing his ſmalleft Endeavours to ſupport a 
Government, under which he enjoys all the Prote- 
Rion a reaſonable Subject can wiſh for, is juſtly to 
be ſuſpected of Diſaffection, muſt be granted ; 
unleſs it can be proved, that he has, in ſome other 
Inſtance, been guilty of as great madneſs; for it 
would be difficult to give an Inſtance of greater. 


As 


[ 


8 
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for Kmes, or Goverſors, 17 
As for thoſe who deckte againſd the Fractice of 
r 
it in common with better Subjects, and ſome of 
chem partake of its Bounty; I appeal to their oi 
Conſcienses, Sheer ia kale the Rejes of Gren- 
conſider thoſe as dififſeted Perſots; who 
preſume” to behave” themſelves towards them 

they do towards the preſent Government? Supe 
I am, that if they would ſpeak the whole Tray 
they muſt own, that they ſhould not only con- 
ſider thoſe who ſhould refuſe to give this cheap 
Teſtimony of their Fidelity tb their Governours, 
x diſaffected to them, but even treat them as dan« 
gerous and pernicious Enemies, unworthy of the 
common Benefits of Society. But I obſerve.  . 


Second, This i & why ennie with de 
Charatter of a true Chriſtian, to uſe any of thoſe 
little Arts, whereby Men avoid praying for our 
nol! grows Sora King GEO FOE and 
Whatſdever nde with the ſincere Practice 
of the Obedience we owe to the Commands of God 
and our Saviour, muſt be inconſiſlent with the 
Character of a true Chriſtian, ſince that Cha- 


be Duty of Praying 

is rue founded on fuch Ws ert 
nee. bre 51 A aue 
Now, I have clewly proved: in wy "cond An 
gument, that, by our profeſſing this Obedience, 
ve ſtand indiſpenſably obliged. to pray and give 
Thanks for the Kings, or Governors, under whoſe 

we ve; and it will hence 
follow that all the little Arts, whereby. Men de- 
ſign to avoid the practice of this Duty, are utter- 
ly inconſiſtent with the Character of; a Dis Chri- 
Air. 

As it wour d — no good Pr to enum. 
rate all the low and ſhameful Arts, whereby de- 
ſigning wicked Men have, under the mask of Re- 
ligion, been leading unwary People into Sedition, 
and diſpoſing them for Rebellion ; I ſhall excuſe 
my ſelf that Task: And I could heartily wiſh, 
for the Honour of Religion, for my Brethren and 
Companions Sales, that I could ſay that all the Gen- 
tlemen of my own Order oy been ſo wile and 
cautious, as to avoid the very Suſpicion of ha- 
ving prattiſed any of thoſe Arts: but alas, what 
can be faid in excuſe for thoſe, who diſobey his 
Majeſty's Injunttions and the Laws of the Church, 
perhaps as often as they go into the Prlpit ? Where 
ſome, inſfead of praying for his Majeſty, as the 
Rojal Injunttions and the Canon require, dexterouſly 


break 
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vent; I mean, the Practice of 
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break this two- fold Cord, by uſing only 2 "Col- 


k# and the Canonical Concluſion ; and yet they 
wou'd take it very heinouſly if any Man ſhould 
doubt of their being Loyal Subjetts, and Dif- 
Sons of the CHURCH: Others anſwer the 
ſame End, by uſing a more plauſible Art; tho 
whilſt they pretend to keep cloſe to the Letter 
of the Con, they actually run into that very 
Practice which the Cava. was deſign'd to pre- 
bidding Projer , 
which was authoriz'd by the Injunctions of Queen 
ELIZABETH. For by this Slight they 
neither pray for the King themſelves, nor give 
the People Time to do it; whereas the Conor 
ſays expreſly , that the Preachers and Miniſters 
ſhal move the People to joins with: thaw in Prayer. 
I can't ſay how juſt the Criticiſm is, which one 
of our Jearned Judges was lately making upon thar 
Phraſe, bidding Prayers, which he takes to be a Cor- 
ruption of the Saxon Word beading, that is ſaying. 
Prayers, as Beadſman ſignifies Orator, and Beadrollthe- 
Lift of thoſe to be pray d for, all-probably from the 
fily Cuſtom of numbring their Prayers by the Uſe 
of Beads ; but I wiſh ſome of our bidding G. 
tlemen have not given too much reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that they would be better pleaſed to tell their Beads 


in a Popiſh Reign, than to pray for the Proſpe- 
D 2 rity 
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the Number of them is not great in this Country}. 
The known Loyalty of our Gentry and Com. 
moners, and that worthy Teſtimony Which they 
have lately given againſt a bold and 
Traytor, ſcem to promiſe that the Bult ef om 
Clergy are Men that truly fear Go b, a le. 
wour the King, and faithfully teach their Hearers 
ſo to do, as they would hope to preſerve the Cha- 
racer of true Chriſtians , ener 
ene tas 6 


Arch and to conclude, Nen 
Traditiots, or Opinions, of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians a deciſive. in Matters of Faith, muſt ( if | 
they are conſiſtent with themſelves ) think it their 
Duty to follow them in Matters of Praftice, ' © * | 

All Matters of Faith, which we receive a | 
reveald by God, are Matters which we believe | 
purely and ſolcly upon the Authority of the Ne- | 
vealer. Now where the Revelation it {elf appears 
obſcure, it's difficult to ſay how the Traditions, - ; 
or Opinions, of the primitive Chriſtians can de- t 
cide what we are to believe. For what we believe 
upon their Deciſion, we do not believe upon the 
ſole Authority of GoD, as the Revealer of it; 
and therefore it's no wonder, if among Proteſtants, 
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for Kies, or Governors. '2r 
there ſhould @tiſ®-4"Doubt,* Whether it em beg 
ſpeaking, a Matter of Faith of hot: But, 
that thoſe who hold the affirmative muſt ( 48 1 
have obſerved) think it their Duty to follow, ar 
be determin'd by, the primitive Chriftiaris in 
Matters of PriRice, is 25 certain, as that there is 
no Argument, which can poſlibly be 'urged in 
he former C but will prove at leiſt 25 con- 
cuſive in the latter: And no Doube cati ariſe 2. 
a 
immediate Followers. 

1 be eee c g 
I have ſhew'd under my ti Argument, that it 
was conſtantly obſerved. by the primitive Chri- 
ſtans, who made Conſcience of paying Allegiance | 
to the Kings under whoſe Protection they lived, 
even tho they were not of their own Religion: 
And ſhall not we, my Brethren, who profeſs to 
be Followers of them, who thro' Faith and Pa. 
tence inherit the Promiſer; I fay, ſhall not we be 
s diligent in praying for the Health of our King, 
he worthy Defoe of ae Fat we profes, for 
the Proſperity and Continuance of his Govern- 
ment, and for alt the Branches of his Nepal ro- 
gen? If we are true to our deareſt Intereſts, whe- 


ter relaring to Time or to mit we ſhall not 
| neglecÞ 
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and Health of our moſt gracious Sovereign Lo 
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neglect this great Duty; much leſs ſhall; wo, be 
content with performing it in ſuch an ambiguagy 
Manner, as may leave any room to ſuſpe& chat 
we are Retainers to thoſe Miſcreants, who hay 
been lately engaging in a moſt horrid and exe 
ble Conſpiracy, to deprive us of our Religion aa 
Liberties, and to bring us under the fatal Yokegf 
Popiſh Superſtition and Arbitrary Power: FYπ 
both which, Go p, of his infinite Mercy, pil 
ſerve theſe Kingdoms, by continuing the L 


King GEORGE, and granting that we may h 
a Proteſtant Prince of his illuſtrious Race, tai 
his Throne till Time ſhall be no more. dnjall 


and Amen. 5 
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